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	University of Asia Pacific

Institute of Energy, Environment, Research and Development (IEERD)
Outline for Writing Research Proposal



	This annotated proposal outline is meant to make proposal writing encouraging and facilitating; it is a tool for thinking through ideas for research, it will help a sequential process of writing. IEERD expects that such an outline shall inspire faculty members in taking the advantage of available research funds and creating a fostering research environment at UAP. 
1. Title of the Project

The title must be concise and clearly indicative of what the study is about.
2.  Abstract

Briefly state the background, research objectives and hypothesis, sample size, methods of investigation, probable outcome and benefit of the project to the discipline and to the field (250 words maximum).

3.  Introduction – Research Problem/Question
· Background of the Study -- context from where the idea arose for the study;

· Statement of the Problem – what is that you want to study;  describe  the core research problem either in graphic structural form or in narrative form or in both; in most cases it is done both in graphic structure and in narrative form; a clear narration of conceptualization of the problem is very important in a statement of the problem.

· Objectives/Questions/Hypotheses of the Study--- clearly state what you want to investigate into, what are the questions and hypotheses? The research objectives/questions/ hypotheses are expected to emerge from current pressing needs of the field and society, and well blended with the review of relevant literature. 
· Significance and Rationale of the Study – why is it worth to study the problem – theoretical and practical?  Is it relevant and useful to the society?  Why is it a worth investment in efforts, time and money?  The proposed study cannot be a repetition of any past study without new elements added in it -- novelty/newness must be there in the proposed study.
4. Research Design and Methodology
· Research Design – how the study shall be conducted – what is the best approach to the study? And why? Appropriateness of proposed design – either quantitative or qualitative or a mix of both?

· Use of Sample or Cases for collection of data; justification of sample size/number of tests/number of cases.

· Instrumentation -- Tools and techniques of data collection.

· Ethical Issue --Is there any ethical issues involved in tests, human experiment?  If yes, how you are going to address it.

· Feasibility of the study – identify facilities and support needed for the success of the study -- laboratory/test regimen, administrative support, for example, field trip needed for data collection, etc.

· 

	5. Data Analysis Plan
· How you are going to analyze the data – any statistical techniques/tests to be used or a qualitative analysis?  Justify the use of their appropriateness; any particular software (such as SPSS/AMOS/LINGO/R, etc.) to be used for data analysis?
· Very briefly state anticipated results,
· Propose plan on how the results shall be organized in the report, and 

· Propose clearly a realistic plan for dissemination of research results. 

6. Researcher’s skill or skill-mix of the PI & Co-PI or Research Team
· Describe PI/ Co-PI /team’s skills in research. 

· A short CV of the principal investigator should be submitted with the proposal -- the CV should be written in a way to reflect expertise of the PI in the proposed related field. PI’s publications that are most relevant with the proposed research proposal should be highlighted (with * mark) in the CV. 
· Job description of PI/ Co-PI and Research Assistant (if proposed) should be submitted.
7.  The Proposal Format: The proposal text is required to be written in Times New Roman (Font           

     size: 12, line spacing: 1.5). The total page should not exceed 10 Pages. 

8.  References
9. Appendix (data collection instrument, for example)
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